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Mackenzie Theatre Group  
 

Earlier in the year Deborah O'Neill was awarded a NZ  

Musical Theatre National Merit Award and the Mackenzie 

Theatre Group's plans for the celebration of this  

achievement were cut short due to Covid-19. They were 

subsequently approached by Mackenzie Community  

Development to take part in its Art and Heritage Festival 

in November and saw this as the perfect opportunity to 

host a party after the show in honour of Deborah's 

award.  Invited guests joined the cast and crew in the  

celebration and Mayor Graham Smith formally presented 

Deborah with her award on behalf of the community. 
 

Deborah has dedicated over 50 years to drama and 

speech and her huge list of accolades includes being the 

'Director' of at least 19 shows as well as many school  

productions for St Joseph's Fairlie and Fairlie Primary 

School; taking the lead role in Mackenzie Theatre Group 

Productions as well as the SC Drama League's 'The King 

and I' and in her role as a qualified Speech and Drama 

teacher has been an assessor of local schools NZ speech 

assessments.  
 

The Mackenzie Theatre Group are very honoured and 

proud to have benefitted from Deborah's expertise and 

knowledge, which she has given tirelessly to us and  

the community.  A very well deserved award for an  

outstanding woman. Congratulations Deborah! 

Pictured above - Deborah cutting her celebration cake 

Pictured below - the cast of ‘The Greatest Show’ 
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       Albury  Inn 
 

        GRAEME‘S  SPECIAL 
               

THAI CHICKEN  
AND MANGO SALAD 

 

 

Fri-Sat open 4.00 pm  
Sunday open 12 noon 

Phone 685 5910 
 

 

Open 9.00 am  

Bookings Essential 

  after 7.30 pm 

Open 7 days a week  

Closed Sunday/Monday nights 

Check out our Takeaway Menu! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eat café+bar 

03 685 6275 

What’s Happening!  

TAKE CENTRE STAGE ... 
Send in your nominations via private message Fairlie  

Accessible email accessible@fairlienz.org, or call into 

Heartlands.  Nominate someone special who has gone 

out of their way to be generous and kind to others.  We 

will draw this monthly and the deserving winner will re-

ceive a gift voucher from a local business. 
 

 Celebrating our locals 

 SUPPORTING OUR LOCALS 

Allandale Christmas Party  
  

All Allandale residents are warmly invited to our 
annual Christmas get together 

 

 When: Sunday 20th December, 5.30 pm  
 Where: Evan Williams’s Woolshed,  
  Middle Valley Road 

 

Please bring potluck main and dessert to share, 
as well as own refreshments, utensils and plates 

A visit from Santa is likely!  
 
 

Any questions please phone  
Angela Habraken  
021 435448/03 971 2882 

Check out the Fairlie NZ website for: 

• Community Calendar and Events (new!) 

• Fairlie Accessible (in colour!) 

 
 

Kimbell Residents Christmas Party 
Stanton Woolshed 

Sunday 20th December @ 5.00 pm 
Santa 6.30 pm Pot Luck Tea 

BYO and current grocery item for  
Kimbell Games raffle 
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What’s Happening! 

Tekapo Springs Summer Food Drive - Fill the Car 

We want to thank our incredible New Zealanders for  

supporting us through the tough year we have had, so 

what better way than throw a KIWI Summer Party, so get 

those stubbies & gumboots on and join us for a day to 

remember. Kiwiana Themed Fancy Dress Competition,  

Spot Prizes, Music, BBQ and so much more. 

To launch the summer activities this year, Tekapo Springs 

are inviting you to a fun filled day out. Run, bounce and 

climb through the Jumpernaut, a giant inflatable  

obstacle course or take the plunge down the epic 150m 

Aqua Drop waterslide, see if you can hit 40km while being 

speed tested… what’s the catch?  

ALL are welcome but you will be asked to donate a non-

perishable food item towards your activity, breakdown  

being 1 item/can = 15 mins on the Jumpernaut OR 1 slide 

on the Aqua drop, Multiple donations = More Fun! Aim for 

the day is for you all to have fun and for our donations to 

fill the Tekapo Springs car! All items will be donated to non

-profit organisation ‘Foodbank Canterbury’. Not just this, 

Tekapo Springs will match EVERY donation made on the 

day.   

Foodbank Canterbury HQ is Christchurch based but 

boasts of a Timaru Hub which covers Mackenzie and  

surrounding districts along with the Christchurch Hub 

covering those in need in Mid-North Canterbury. 

Last year on our 12
th

 Birthday Celebration we had  

intentions of hosting an Australian Family who had been 

affected by the tragic bush fires in 2019 that ripped 

through the country. Due to COVID-19 we have not been 

able to fulfil this gesture. So, keeping the mindset of 

thanking our locals for supporting us this year we have 

transferred our last offering to re-offer a local family a 

Tekapo Trip to remember. As you are all aware our local 

volunteer fire fighters have had some recent incidents to 

deal with and their skills being tested to say the least,  

so with this in mind we at Tekapo Springs and other  

businesses in the region will be putting a family weekend 

package together and from the three local FENZ services 

(Tekapo, Fairlie & Twizel) we will be gifting a weekend 

away to one serving member and their family as a huge 

thank you. 

See you all there - Saturday 12
th

 December  

between 10 am and 2 pm for a  

JUMP, DROP, PARTY, FANCY DRESS & FOOD! 
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Shop Local 

77 Art + Living 
 

77 Main Street, Fairlie 

www.77artandliving.com 
Catherine Day, Fairlie.  Undercurrent Series, 
Framed Watercolour. From: $330 

Liz Downey, Nelson. 
 Assorted Porcelain Tableware.  

From: $40 

Mandy Gargiulo, 
Nelson. Ruby Bay 
Rockpool, Unglazed 
Porcelain. $300 

Sarah Thomas Jewellery, Timaru.  
Handcrafted Sterling Silver Collection. From:$165 

David Thomas, Timaru.  
Ice-Creams, cast and carved  acrylic. $150 each 

Kylie Matheson, Dunedin.  
Drifters, glazed clay. $230 each 

George & Edi, Wanaka.  
Hand poured Soy Candles & Diffusers. From: $40 
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Health and Wellbeing 

Short-sightedness in children 
 

Giving children less time on devices and 

more outdoor time this summer, plus 

more frequent breaks from screens, is an 

area that we now have the opportunity 

to improve. 
 

An increasingly digital world 

Screen time has unavoidably become a big part of every-

day learning and interaction. It has had huge benefits in 

helping us to communicate and stay in touch.  However 

parents are often not aware of the association with low 

levels of outdoor activity and associated factors  

including low levels of light exposure and prolonged near 

tasks such as reading and screen time which may influence 

the development of myopia. 
  

What is myopia? 

Myopia, also commonly referred to as ‘short-sightedness’ 

is a common eye condition that causes blurred distance 

vision which usually starts during childhood and typically 

progresses until a child stops growing.  The eyes grow 

from birth through to adulthood. If parents can start to 

instill good visual habits, like they do dental habits, it  

may help in the long term to reduce the growing rate of 

myopia globally. 
  

The importance of outdoor play 

Lifestyle factors including low levels of outdoor activity 

may influence the development of myopia. More research 

is needed to determine if it is to do with the intensity or 

brightness of the light or the distances that children focus 

on, but what is proven is that there is a link between out-

door time and its benefit to a child’s myopia development. 

Given that outdoor play is free, ‘more green time less 

screen time” is a timely reminder for moderation in an  

increasingly digital world. 
  

What can parents do to help reduce the likelihood of their 

child developing myopia? 

There are two main factors which can mean your child is 

more at risk of developing myopia: lifestyle and family  

history. The likelihood of developing myopia, particularly 

high myopia increases when one or both parents are  

myopic. However, the exact link between a family history 

of myopia and development of childhood myopia remains 

uncertain.  You can’t influence genetics but parents can 

feel empowered when it comes to lifestyle factors.  
  

Top Three Myopia Busting Tips: 

1. More green time less screen time! 

2. Build in regular breaks from devices – every twenty 

minutes remind your child to have a break for at least 

twenty seconds and look out a window to something 

at least 6 metres away 

3.  Talk to your local optometrist about all of the options 

to stop your child from having to change glasses pre-

scriptions as frequently. 
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Education 

 Term 4 

 8 Dec Awards Ceremony Mack College 

14 Dec Final Assembly Fairlie Primary 

14 Dec Last Day (Moving Day) St Joseph’s 

15 Dec Last Day of Term Fairlie Primary 

15 Dec Last Day for Leavers St Joseph’s 

SCHOOLS CALENDAR 

 
 

Fairlie Area  

Kindergarten 
03 685 8505 

 

12 Sloane Street Fairlie 

fairliearea.kindergarten@sck.nz 
 

30 free hours for children over 3 years. 

Spaces available for children 2 years and over. 

Enquiries welcome now. 

We are a purpose built preschool offering the  
highest standard of early childhood education  
for children aged 0-6 years. Open 8 am—5 pm  

Monday—Friday (including school holidays) 
We offer 20 hours ECE and WINZ  

subsidies are available. 
 

19 Hamilton Street, Fairlie 
Phone: 03 685 6263  
Email: admin@fairlieearlylearners.co.nz 

Our Excursion to the Dwyer and Robson Farms  

The wider world of family and community is an 

integral part of the early childhood curriculum 

and our recent visit to the Dwyer and Robson 

farms provided a wonderful opportunity for 

tamariki to make connections between people, 

places and things in their world. We are most 

appreciative to both families for kindly hosting 

us and going to considerable effort to provide 

hands on, real life experiences for our tamariki. 

 

Tamariki enjoyed 

feeding, patting 

and observing a 

variety of animals 

at the Dwyer’s 

farm and learnt 

about the process 

of milking cows at 

the Robson’s farm. 
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Education 

Fairlie Primary School 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lake Tekapo School warmly invite you to our:  
 

Lake Tekapo School & Pool Opening  
Wednesday 16th December 2020 

commencing at 1.30 pm  
 

 
The Lake Tekapo School Students, Staff 
and  Board of Trustees would like to invite you 
to celebrate the opening of our new school build 
and pool project. This day will mark the hard 
work, planning and good people who have all 
helped to bring together this magnificent school 
wide project.  

Lucy wants to be a Vet 

Lucy Barnes, from Albury, is off to Massey  

University to study Veterinary Science with the 

help of a $5,000 scholarship from the Aoraki 

Community Education Trust Board’s, Adair Farm 

Scholarship Fund. 

Lucy has had a distinguished academic  

performance at Mackenzie College and has 

won numerous award in her school career. 

Innes McMillan (Chair of the Adair Farm  

Committee) says that the calibre of applicants 

for the scholarship was very high, with applicants 

wanting to study at both Massey and Lincoln:  

(Bachelor of  

Veterinary Science 

(2), Bachelor Agri-

culture Science, 

and Bachelor of  

Agribusiness and 

Food Marketing). 

Lucy’s application 

says that she 

“intends to train as a 

vet so once I return 

to the Mackenzie  

District I will work to 

help and uphold the 

health and well-

being of animals 

within the  

agricultural industry 

of the Aoraki  

District”. 

From 18-20 November, the year 5 and 6  

students of Fairlie Primary School attended a 

camp at Raincliff. It was decided that a camp 

there would allow us to form a connection  

with the features and history of our local  

environment. We also extended our school  

values with displaying resilience and  

confidence, being respectful and caring. 
 

Day 1 we explored the local Maori Rock Art with 

Guidance from Te Ana Ngai Tahu Rock art in 

Timaru. 
 

Day 2 we hosted a visit by the South Canterbury 

YMCA where we engaged in Archery, Human 

Hungry Hippo and Bubble Football.  
 

Day 3 we packed up and explored the bush 

walks of Pioneer Park. 
 

In addition to this, we triumphed on the  

confidence course, learnt double dutch  

skipping, played dodgeball, down ball, touch 

and cricket, roasted marshmallows on a fire, 

heaps of yummy food and stayed up way too 

late. 
 

“I really enjoyed the archery because I have 

never done it before in my life.” Thomas 
 

“I liked it when Eli and Hamish ran straight at 

each other in the Bubble Zorbs.” Toby 
 

“I liked the confidence course and how I was 

confident enough to go on the monkey bars.” 

Larissa 
 

“I remember people being told off for talking 

too loud at night.” Neve 
 

“I remember falling 

off the swing and 

getting soaked in 

water.” Honour 
 

“I got a numb bum 

from falling off the 

plank.” Gus 
 

“The talent show 

was funny with Gus 

and Max playing 

the recorder and 

keyboard and 

opera singing.” 
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“A destination, not just a nights accommodation.” 
 

Please contact your hosts 
 

Murray and Jackie  
Phone: 03 685 8284 or 

Email: info@musterers.co.nz 
 

Mackenzie Community Development - Lake Tekapo 

Open 6 days (closed Tues)       10 am to 5 pm 
Shop 8 Rapuwai Lane     Ph: (03) 6806789 / 021 1541014 
Lake Tekapo                                     www.petronella.co.nz 

Penny  Wilson - 0210 232 2741  

mackenziecommunitytekapo@gmail.com 

Lake Tekapo 

The Festive Season is nigh! (sigh?!?)   
 

As we draw near to the Festive Season, I’ve been  

reflecting on some of the valuable lessons I learnt over 

lockdown.  
 

• Slow the pace of life to enjoy the small pleasures.  

• Lower your expectations about what can/can’t be 

achieved. 

• Time spent with family and friends is more valuable 

than possessions. 

• Technology is magic for connecting with those who we 

can’t be with. 

• Reach out to those who are on their own or  

struggling.  

• Creative things made at home with love can mean 

more than purchased products. 
 

Christmas can bring many stressors, and possible  

financial burdens. Cherish simplicity and time this year 

and if you are in need of support or assistance, please ask. 

WEDNESDAY 2 December 5.00 pm 
South West BBQ @ end of Sam’s Place 

Contact - Lynley Willis 
 

THURSDAY 3 December 5.00 pm 
North East BBQ @ Murray Place 

Contact - Kerryn Starr-Barker 
 

FRIDAY 4 December 5.00 pm 
Lochinver Picnic @ Mistake Drive Swale 

Contact - Vic Howes or Stacey Karton 
 

SATURDAY 5 December 5.30 pm 
Aorangi Potluck @ Community Hall 

Aorangi Crescent 
Contact - Jovannah Von Riserd 

 

BYO salads, snacks, sweets, drinks, picnic chairs and 
blankets.  Cancellations will be noted on Tekapo  
Community Facebook page.  Contact: mackenzie 

communitytekapo@gmail.com for more information 
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Singing Group 

If you would like to sing some Christmas  

Carols to those in the community who  

are less mobile, please join us for some  

practice sessions on Wednesdays at  

5.00 pm, St Pat’s Hall, Gall Street. 

Mackenzie Community Development - Fairlie 

Lisa North - 685 8496 

mackenziecommunityfairlie@gmail.com 

Fairlie 

I recently participated in a weed biocontrol workshop 

held by Maanaki Whenua – Landcare Research in  

Geraldine and was disturbed to hear some of the  

statistics.  
 

Since 1769 over 25,000 exotic plant species have been 

introduced to New Zealand, 90% of these were  

deliberately. This is about 10% of the world’s flora. Every 

39 days a species naturalises, meaning it jumps over the 

fence from domestic gardens and naturalises to the  

environment. Over 500 species are considered weeds at 

present. 
 

On a happier note, New Zealand has a 90 year history of 

biocontrol with 65 agents released and no significant 

stuff-ups like the cane toad across the ditch!  
 

In our Mackenzie District, we have some amazing land-

owners/farmers who are doing a fantastic job battling 

against a wide variety of pests. If you are interested or 

know of anyone who would be interested in featuring 

their property on a community tour planned for next 

year, raising awareness of issues farmers/landowners 

have to deal with, please contact me at Heartlands. 

On Sunday, Jane and Graham Batchelor, of Alma  

Cottage in Burkes Pass, held an open day to showcase 

their native revegetation project along the upper Opihi 

River. An inspiring endeavour with ongoing issues, not 

only with the weather but with rabbits, wallabies, stoats, 

weasels and sycamores. 
 

I would also love to hear from anyone who has native 

vegetation on their land who would be open to Kirke 

Street Community Garden volunteers collecting seed for 

propagation. Plants propagated will be available for 

community planting days across the Mackenzie District. 

Remember to join us at the Kirke Street Community 

Garden this Sunday, 6
th

 Dec at 10:30am for a workshop 

on composting, after the service and morning tea at St 

Stephen’s. 

A very big thank you  

to all the artists who 

participated in the 20:20 

Vision exhibition. For 

those of you who missed 

out, please head along 

to 77 Art + Living to 

view the works selected 

to hang in the Gallery. 

Conversational  

Spanish 
Thursday 3rd December 

6–7.00 pm @ Heartlands 

Fairlie Resource Centre,  

Fairlie

 

Talking Heads @ the Library 
“A Night to Remember” – #2  

Wednesday 9
th

 December 7.30–9.00 pm 

A wonderful opportunity to listen to local residents  

sharing stories and memories of Fairlie’s past.  
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ADVENT ROCKS  
 

One competition for adults - one for the kids! 

From the beginning of December through  

until Christmas Eve day, a numbered  

rock will be placed around the town- 

ship each day! You find the rock, you  

come claim your Christmas Prize.   

Info Sheet at Heartlands. 

Our Community 

                Neighbourhood Support Week  

               28 November – 6 December 
 

Streets Morning Tea      
for Main Street up to School Road, Hamilton, Gall, Kirke, 

Taylor, Frayne! At the Fairlie Community Gardens corner 

of Kirke and Gall Street!   

Your host – Reverend Andrew McDonald  

Come and celebrate being neighbours!  

10 am Saturday 5
th

 December at the Fairlie Community 

Gardens! Bring food to share and your good cheer!  

Inviting other streets to take up the idea! 

New Year’s Eve in Fairlie  

Many people are already counting the number of days 

until the end of the year! For some the year cannot go  

fast enough but for others this is a time of gratitude and 

celebration. It is also a time of great need for many so if 

there is a chance you might help another person or family! 

Go for it! 

New Year’s Eve in Fairlie features ‘The Southern Man’  

playing music on the Fairlie Village Green from 9 pm 

through until the bonfire at midnight is lit to welcome in 

2021. 

This will be a real family night with activities for the kids to 

enjoy!  
 

New Year’s Day 2021 in Fairlie  

The Fairlie Heritage Museum is extremely grateful to 

Shaun and Ana O’Neill for their help in organizing the  

paperwork to enable road closures and the Fairlie New 

Year’s Day Parade to go ahead.  

A huge thanks to Whitestone who have carried the cost  

of this event for years. Many staff have generously given 

their time so the parade could take place. 

This year the Parade leaves from behind the Fairlie  

Heritage Museum on Alloway Street at 2pm, with  

assembly of all those taking part, from 1.30pm. The  

Parade will follow the usual route of along Alloway, across 

Princes, left onto Regent and then down onto Main Street, 

turning left onto the green area opposite Moreh and 

heading for the Village Green.  

Locals will see a pathway through that area cordoned off to 

stop visitors parking in such a way that the Parade cannot 

get through.  

The parade will once again finish on the Village Green with 

a grand display of all the entries and prizes awarded.  

Come along and relax after the Parade and enjoy Denis 

Henderson, the Southern Man playing from 2.30 to  

4.30 pm.  

This year stalls are invited in the trees running parallel to 

Main Street. It is necessary to book a site at Heartlands 

Thank you, Fairlie, for your amazing generosity and  

donations to the Children's Christmas Store to be held at 

St Patrick's Hall on Gall Street, 20th December from 11 am 

-4 pm. The more that come to shop, the more donations 

towards the Fairlie Youth Recreational Fund - so please 

bring any child aged 4-14 to shop for their family.  

Volunteers for Santa's Helpers and Gift Wrappers needed 

so please text/call Erin at 0210 847 8373.  

Kid’s Christmas on the Fairlie Village Green   
 

 
From 5.30 pm  Friday 18

th
 December   

Fun   Games   Races    Santa arrives     

Decorated  Christmas Bikes    Singing    

Dancing   Dress up in Christmas Theme     

Fairlie Fairies 
 

Children bring along a  

homemade decoration  

to place on the tree!   

Bring a picnic tea! Or buy!  

Santa’s Mailbox is in Fairlie’s 
Bobby Square ready and  

waiting for your child’s letter  
(remember your address!) 
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THE MACKENZIE LODGE NO 93 

44 Gall Street, Fairlie 
Allan Kerr (03) 685 8063 
Jeff Elston (03) 684 6704 

- 2BCOME1ASK1 -  

- Merry Christmas & Happy New Year - 

The Trustees of the Burnett Family Trust, Liz and John 

McKerchar awarded a scholarship to Jordan Butters and 

Lochie Foote, drummers in the Mackenzie Highland Pipe 

Band, to attend Summer School in Wellington in January 

2021. 

Our Community 

The Mackenzie Masonic Lodge 

November has been a very busy month for The MacKenzie 

Masonic Lodge.  Covid-19 has made 2020 a short working 

year, so we have given the office bearers another year in 

their positions.  Greg Anderson remains as Master of the 

Lodge for 2021 and has plans for an interesting year.  

The Mackenzie College Young Performers Concert on  

10 November was an enjoyable evening as usual.  The 

Lodge was happy to sponsor 3 performance prizes and 

“The Most Improved Musician” prize using funds donated 

to the Lodge by Amy and Eric Jones.  The prize winners 

were Lucy Barnes (Senior Performance), George Waymouth 

(Intermediate Performance) Rebecca Boon (Junior  

Performance) and Sam Hay (Most Improved Musician). 

Lucy Barnes represented Mackenzie College at the  

Midland Choir Concert in Timaru on 21 November and 

performed very well on the saxophone.  The Concert  

featured The Midland Choir and the best musicians in the 

11 secondary schools in South and Mid Canterbury.  A 

cheque for $3,000, made up of $1,000 from the Sophia 

Street (Farmers) carpark, $1,000 from the Midland Masonic 

Trust and $1,000 from concert takings was presented to 

the Alzheimer’s Society at the conclusion of the concert.  

Mackenzie Community Library 
 

‘Talking Heads’ – The History of Fairlie Township  
(hosted by Heartlands)    
 

Due to the popularity of the Heritage Week ‘Talking 

Heads’ evening at the library last month, Heartlands is 

hosting another evening on Wednesday 9
th

 December 

starting at 7.30 pm. It’s an opportunity for local residents 

to recall stories and events from Fairlie’s history, and 

share that knowledge with others and reminisce. Come 

along for Part Two – and bring a family member/

neighbour/friend who you think might enjoy an evening 

of laughter, chat, and local history straight from the 

horse’s mouth, so to speak! 

The Library Crew 

HOPE FOR ALL 
 

Anyone is welcome to come along and explore this  
message of HOPE at an informal, mixed age discussion group.  

 

Tuesdays at 10.00 am     
103 School Road, Fairlie - Jodi Payne 685 8181 

Wednesdays at 7.30 pm   
Peter and Chrissie Bell 685 8415 

 

 www.hopeproject.co.nz and www.10daychallenge.co.nz 

http://www.hopeproject.co.nz
http://www.10daychallenge.co.nz
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Our Community 

Susie’s  Pet Grooming 
027 408 0850 

 

- Full Grooms - Bath & Tidy 
- Blow Wave - Styled Trim 
- Nails, Pads, Sanitary Tidy 
- Professional Service  - Eftpos available 

 

25 years experience 

ANIMAL REGISTER AT HEARTLANDS 
 

Come and check out the register 
Wanted - kittens, lambs 

To sell/giveaway - pigs, house cow, calves 
Need a home for lambs that have outgrown yours? 

Phone or call in – Heartlands 685 8496 

Bloat in dogs is medically 

known as GDV (Gastric  

Dilation and Volvulus). It is the 

bloating and twisting of the 

stomach that most commonly occurs in large breed, deep 

chested dogs, like the Great Dane, St. Bernard, Weimaraner 

and Setters to name the top 4. GDV can rapidly progress 

to severe illness and death in a matter of hours if not  

recognised and treated quickly.   
 

The most common factor associated with bloat is exercise 

after rapid ingestion of a large sized meal of dry food of a 

high fat content, +/- a large drink of water. For example, 

large breed working dogs (Eg. Huntaway and German 

Shepherd’s) being fed one large meal per day, scoffing it 

down quickly and having to run straight after eating.  
 

Other factors associated with GDV include being an older 

male dog, having a raised food bowl (which makes them 

swallow more air in each mouthful), having a fearful  

temperament or competition from other dogs whilst  

eating.  
 

How to recognise if your dog 

has bloat: 

• Sudden enlargement of the 

abdomen 

• Distressed, anxious, panting 

and restless 

• Extremely painful tight  

abdomen with a hunched 

back  

• Frequent unproductive  

attempts to vomit 
 

 

To reduce the occurrence of bloat: 

• Feed two smaller meals instead of one large, with the 

bowl on the ground 

• Avoid competitive stress whilst eating by separating 

dogs during feeding 

• Preventative gastropexy in high risk dogs - this is a  

surgical procedure that fixes the stomach to the  

internal body wall, preventing the stomach from being 

able to twist. This can be done as an elective procedure 

on its own, or at the same time as a desexing surgery 

• GDV is considered a hereditary condition, so a dog 

should be desexed if they have had a case of bloat,  

so as not to pass on the risk of a GDV to the next  

generation.  
 

Treatment involves a surgery to decompress and untwist 

the stomach, a gastropexy to fix the stomach in place and 

intensive medical care pre and post-operatively to correct 

the many fluid, electrolyte, acid-base and cardiac  

abnormalities that GDV produces. The quicker treatment  

is started in a case of bloat, the higher chance of survival 

for the dog.  If in doubt, please don’t hesitate to call our 

friendly team for advice. 
 

Hillary Nicolson (Veterinarian at Vetlife Fairlie)  
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Fresh-Is-Best Seafood (Canterbury) 
State Highway 8, Fairlie 

Thursday 17 December - from 12 noon 
 

Freshest catch delivered overnight from Bluff,  

competitively priced. A variety of Seafood products  

available including fresh chilled fish such as Blue Cod,  

Tarakihi, and Sole. Freshly snap frozen fish and other  

delicious products such as own paua patties, seafood pies, 

smoked fish, squid tubes etc.  EFTPOS and Pay-wave.  

For any special orders please call or text. See you there!  
 

Phone Ken : 0274-399-253 

FAIRLIE COMMUNITY  
      VEHICLE TRUST 
             HIRE A VAN 

 

*Take care of your friends and workmates  
this Christmas* 

For all bookings please phone  
Monday-Friday 10 am-4.00 pm 

Heartlands 685 8496  
After Hours - Sharyn Slade  027 370 9531 

Our Community 

Local Artist - Andrew Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eighteen months ago I quit my job and started working as 

an artist. Into the unknown with no regular income, but I 

had done similar nearly thirty years ago - I quit a good 

paying job, sold the house and moved to the Mackenzie 

District.  We don’t regret that decision, it has been a great 

place to live with my wife Tricia and our daughter Tui.   

It’s all in my art - School Bus on Mt Nessing Road, Pet  

Day at Albury School, Waiting for the Stars was an  

Albury School trip up Mt John, and a day picnic at Lake 

Alexandrina.  I describe these as narrative realism, every 

picture tells a story, these tell our story, show our lives.  

Not all tell a story but all show beautiful NZ.  “Raining on 

the West Coast” was highly commended at the SCAS Art 

Awards at the Aigantighe Art Gallery this year.   

Today’s technology has been a journey as well for me.   

I decided to reproduce my art in Giclee prints.  First thing 

was to have the artworks photographed. Sounds easy but 

not when you want accurate colours.  So I ended up doing 

it myself.  I bought a colour checker, borrowed a camera, 

took the photos on a bright cloudy day (easiest and 

cheapest lighting) and used a friend’s computer to colour 

profile the negatives.  I’m telling you it wasn’t easy, but the 

results have been worth it.  I was so happy when I saw the 

proofs.  The prints look fantastic.  They are printed on  

archival quality, PhotoRag Pearl 100% cotton paper using 

long-life pigment inks.  The printer uses 9 colour pigments.  

These prints make art affordable. 

The other technological advance I have skimmed the  

surface of, is WebPage construction.  It was tough at  

the beginning but I persevered.  The WebPage,  

ajwoodartist.co.nz, is simple but seems effective.  I will 

continue to improve it.  I have enabled people to comment 

and I have opened a facebook account so that I can get 

feed back.  Positive I hope! Please visit my WebPage and 

enjoy my art.  My beautiful prints make great presents. 

Many thanks to the 

Fairlie Primary School 

Mufti day for Food 

Bank contributions 
 

 

 

 

(l-r) Cerys Hawkins,  

Emma Habraken, Marley 

Reihana and Greta Biggs 
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Our Community 

Jo O’Neill - Travel Broker for 
Holland Clarke & Beatson Ltd 
PO Box 37, Fairlie 7949 

For all your Travel Requirements 
call or email me - 
jooneill37@xtra.co.nz 
Like my Facebook Page for  
current specials -  
https://ww.facebook.com/
jooneilltravelbroker/ 

 
Somewhere in New Zealand you have  

always wanted to visit?  Now is the best time! 

Holidaying in  

New Zealand 
 

With the borders  

closed NZ ‘our back 

yard’ has become the  

destination - I booked  

a great group on a 10  

day trip to the beautiful Northland at the beginning of  

November, they visited … Tutukaka, Bay of Islands, 

Coopers Beach, Ninety Mile Beach/Cape Reinga and 

back to Auckland via Muriwai/Piha.  Some amazing spots 

and lovely memories made.   
 

Do not miss out on visiting our beautiful country during 

this time - contact me now.                                               

Jo O’Neill 
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Our Community 

15 Gray Street, Fairlie 

 

 

• NZ Post Shop & RD 14 Rural Delivery 

• McKeown Petroleum 24/7 Card Fuel 

• Open 6 Days (closed Sundays) 

• Supporters of the Fairlie Accessible  

The Lagoon Trail 

You would be forgiven for thinking Sawdon Station was all 

about high country sheep farming - well it is - but it also is 

home to Tekapo’s newest walking and cycling playground 

- The Lagoon Trail.  

The trail, located on land owned by Sawdon Station, has 

been several years in the making and is now near  

completion. It is, however, open for use even though there 

are small pockets of work to complete. The trail has found 

its gravel path slowly snaking through the open landscape, 

all due to the hard graft of local Tekapo Trails members, 

volunteers and some much-appreciated community  

support, and has been funded in part by Lions, the  

Community Board, Genesis grants and donations from 

Tekapo Trails members.  

The Lagoon Trail is approximately 8 km in total and runs in 

two connected loops, giving opportunities to walk or bike 

in either direction. It is an all-weather trail that also takes 

in a stunning little lagoon, for which the trail has been 

named after. A picnic table here provides an idyllic place 

for a rest, a picnic, spotting the many birds that inhibit the 

lagoon, or simply to enjoy the expansive mountain views. 

The main entry point to the Lagoon Trail is via a gate (also 

an emergency exit from the park) that leads off the south-

east end trail in the Tekapo Regional Park located on 

Lilybank Road. You can also enter the Regional Park from 

the main road into Tekapo by climbing over a stile along 

the fence-line and access the Lagoon Trail along the south

-east section of the Regional Park track from there.  

As a keen mountain-biker, I found the Lagoon Trail makes 

for interesting extra mileage, included as an ‘add-on’  

to the Regional Park’s numerous trails, or it can be  

approached as a stand-alone walk or ride. The trail is easily 

recognised, as it is marked by blue-topped poles, as  

opposed to the ones DOC uses (orange).  

There are further plans in the pipe-line for this trail, with a 

possible additional six kilometers of trail being added 

which includes a view-point to nearly the same elevation 

as Mt John’s Summit, bringing the circuit total to 14km  

- a decent half day walk.  

The reality of this add-on is still some time away, but I  

imagine this would be welcomed by those who love to get 

out and hike or bike, and will certainly be a significant  

addition to Tekapo’s local walking and biking trail network.  

I enjoyed the trail’s juxtaposition to the nearly forested 

Tekapo Regional Park; with its stark, open, barren land-

scape and interesting rock formations in places, the  

Lagoon Trail almost feels like being in another country  

- it holds a unique opportunity for people to experience a 

typical high-country sheep farming landscape, just 

minutes from Tekapo.  

Whilst Sawdon Station (who owns the land) is not directly 

involved with the trail project, they have been extremely 

accommodating in terms of its inception and completion. 

They are happy to have the development being managed 

by Tekapo Trails.  

Things to consider if planning on walking or biking this 

trail: ●  Please remember it is private land - remain on the 

trails ●  It is part of a working farm - sheep may be present 

at any time, so shut all gates ●  The trail is marked by blue-

topped poles placed approx every 50m or so ●  No  

shooting or hunting is allowed, but the gun club nearby 

means gunshot may, at times, be heard ●  Lambing occurs 

between October and December - so check first for trail 

closures ●  The ground is uneven, rocky and rough in  

places - watch for rabbit holes - stick to the trail ●  Entry is 

only via the Tekapo Regional Park from the south-eastern 

section of the track (there is a gate and signage) ●  No 

dogs allowed. 

For any questions or to offer a hand on a shovel, please 

contact Teresa at tjmc.tekapo@gmail.com  
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Third Generation 

Christmas on the Bay Concert    12
th

 December     
Once again there will be the show – ‘Christmas on the 

Bay’ on the evening of December 12
th

.  If you are keen on 

going with a little group, then please put your name down 

at Heartlands. We will take good care of you and provide 

a ‘pick up and delivery service”.  Leaving Fairlie at 4.30 pm 

and taking the mini van! Wear something Christmassy in 

case we meet Santa!  Bring seats and ruggies! And a  

nibble for tea!  Will drive and park as close as possible as 

we have done other years!   
 

Operatunity - 

‘Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas’ 

The last days of 2020 are slipping away and so we remind 

folk of the final Operatunity of the year –  ‘Have yourself a 

Merry Little Christmas!’ - Wednesday 16th December.   

$35 for the show and travel cost is shared later! Book at 

Heartlands 685 8496. 
 

Van Gogh Alive  

Exhibition at Wigram Air Force Museum  
A mini van is going to this exhibition on 4

th
 March.  

The entry fee is $33 plus you will share cost of the van on 

the return!  If interested then please get in touch with 

Heartlands 685 8496  

Opening of Brian Beattie Pavilion at the Fairlie 

Heritage Museum  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mackenzie Highland Pipe Band led off the  

proceedings at the Fairlie Heritage Museum last Sunday.  

A good crowd gathered to pay tribute to Brian Beattie.  

Brian was awarded a Certificate of Life Membership of the 

Fairlie Heritage Museum, acknowledging the time, good 

humoured labour and financial support that he has given 

to this community organisation over the years.  He was 

then called upon to cut the ribbon to officially open the 

new Brian Beattie Pavilion (pictured above with Fairlie 

Heritage Museum Chairman Wayne Girvan). 

Both the Mayor of the Mackenzie Graham Smith and the 

chair of the Fairlie Heritage Museum, Wayne Girvan spoke 

of Brian’s superb contribution.  

The official programme was followed by afternoon tea at 

the Museum. It was great to see the place come alive with 

an array of food served by women in period costume 

adding to the occasion.  

Final Tiki Tour of the Year for the Fellas!  
 

Andrew McDonald welcomes men of all ages to come on 

the final men’s outing of the year.  Leaving Fairlie for 

Mount Cook at 10 am on Thursday 10 December - lunch 

and afternoon tea provided. You will visit the Mt Cook  

Visitors Centre and places of interest along the way  

- Book at Heartlands 685 8496  
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Emergency Services 

Albury Fire Brigade – desperate for new members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Albury may be a small township, but it is home to a FENZ 

4WD tanker - one of just a few full-sized tankers in region 

4 (Mid and South Canterbury). It also has a smoke-chaser 

trailer which holds a small spray unit for dealing with small 

fires and hot-spots. The crew consists of 8 members - 6 of 

whom are available during the day, 1 of whom lives in  

Fairlie.  
 

The Albury unit predominantly deals with vegetation fires 

although is trained to attack structure fires externally.  

Albury works closely with the Fairlie Brigade who are  

usually on-scene before them because of the rural nature 

of the crew, it often takes 20 minutes before a crew is 

ready to respond to a call. On average they attend a dozen 

callouts a year usually in strong north-west winds. Training 

is once a month and consists of running pumps, health 

and safety, teamwork, radios and driving. 
 

There is the opportunity to go on campaign fires and  

recently joined many more crews at the Pukaki fire. We 

were on standby for the Lake Ohau fires but were stood 

down the day before we were due to head out. 
 

Like many other fire forces, Albury is desperate for new 

members especially for day-time callouts and although it 

has had female firefighters in the past, there are currently 

none on the roster. If anybody is interested in obtaining 

more information on what we do, are available during the 

day and live within 20 minutes of Albury, please seriously 

consider talking to FFC Tony Holtham (03) 6855789. 
 

Albury brigade is struggling to meet the establishment  

policy regarding numbers within the brigade. In the event 

that these standards are not met the Brigade and FENZ will 

need to look at what options there are moving forward, 

one of those could be to disband the brigade and loose 

the valuable service that we provide to the community. 

 

Russell Halkett  

- Fairlie Notebook  
The scammers have been active preying on vulnerable 

people again.  A local lady was tricked by a caller on the 

phone pretending to be from “Spark” and needing access 

to her computer to fix her “internet security”.  He then  

accessed her bank account and removed nearly $10,000.  

Police are following a good line of enquiry.   

A Kimbell man has been charged with “Sustained loss of 

traction” and “Disorderly Behaviour” after a night of mad-

ness during Guy Faulks.  He drove his vehicle around  

spinning his wheels and throwing fireworks at several 

buildings which could have easily set fire to the buildings 

and vehicles parked there.  The police are also looking  

after his vehicle for 28 days. 

Another young Kimbell youth was picked up driving while 

he had been previously forbidden to drive by police and 

his vehicle is also in our care for 28 days.  He is also being 

dealt with for intentionally damaging traffic signs by  

driving into them. 

An Albury woman was stopped and processed for drink 

driving during the middle of the day and was immediately 

suspended due to the alcohol level.  She will also face the 

Judge in Timaru. 

A black mountain bike was stolen from outside the Fairlie 

Hotel and is still outstanding. 

A red van was stolen from the Lake Ohau area and the  

offender used a stolen credit card to access money via the 

Fairlie Westpac ATM during the middle of the night two 

weeks ago.  At this time he has not been located and may-

be living rough in the red van or using a seldom used hut 

in the Fairlie area.  If you have seen a red van or anyone 

camping in odd spots give me a call. 

Cannabis plants were located growing in containers near 

the river at the end of Talbot Road.  This is the time of year 

the druggies will be very active cultivating their crops,  

especially during dry periods.  Don’t worry about getting 

nosey or suspicious of people or vehicles that don't fit  

the area.   Write down their registration numbers and  

descriptions as soon as possible while fresh in your mind 

and let me do the rest.  Call me anonymously if you wish. 

A small brown stolen car was located last week on the side 

of the highway between Fairlie and Kimbell.  It appears to 

have been dumped there during the evening in broad day 

light and the offenders have used a shovel to smash all the 

windows out and caused other panel damage while it was 

parked there.  Someone may have noticed this car and 

with people around it which would look out of place.   

The Christmas work parties will be getting into full swing 

soon so don’t overdo the festivities or do anything you will 

regret in the morning.                                                                                                     

                                                                                CONT ... 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Be careful and take the usual precautions these holidays 

as there are still thieves out there ready to steal your hard

-earned property, so keep things locked away to make it 

harder for them.  The Criminals probably won't be taking 

their holidays yet and will be out looking for some easy 

pickings. 

If anyone has information that may help clear up any  

of these matters or anything else I should know about,  

I would dearly like to hear from them.  As always,  

information received is in complete confidence. 
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Mackenzie District Council 

  

Mackenzie District Council 

 Notice of Meetings 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend unless 

the matters discussed are confidential. Agendas are 

available at www.mackenzie.govt.nz two days before 

each meeting, or from the Governance Advisor  

03 685 9010. 

Mon 7 December at 3 pm 

Mackenzie Country Inn Meeting 

Room, Twizel 

Twizel Community 

Board - Public forum 

before the meeting 
 

Wed 9 December at 3 pm 

Tekapo Hall 

Tekapo Community 

Board - Public forum 

before the meeting 
 

Thur 10 December at 4.30 pm 

Fairlie Council Chambers 

Fairlie Community 

Board - Public forum 

before the meeting 
 

Tues 15 December at 9.30 am 

Fairlie Council Chambers 

Full Council Meeting 

plus council  

committee meetings 
 

Tues 8 December at 9.30 am 

Fairlie Council Chambers 

Audit and Risk  

Committee 
 

http://www.mackenzie.govt.nz
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Mackenzie College is seeking applications for three 
support staff roles for the 2021 school year.  
 

Position One: Teacher Aide 
25 hours per week during the school term, working 
across a range of class levels.   
 

Position Two: Teacher Aide 
A minimum of 20 hours per week during the school term, 
working with one student who has high  
learning needs.   
 

Position Three: Arts Co-ordinator 
A part time position of 5 hours per week during the 
school term supporting the performing arts. It is possible 
for this role to be done in combination with a teacher 
aide role (see above).  
 

Please see Mackenzie College Facebook page for more 
details on these roles. 
 

Send your CV and cover letter ℅ Christine Elliott at  
Mackenzie College. 25 Kirke St Fairlie 7925 or 
office@mackcollege.school.nz. 
 

Applications close at 5pm on 10 December 2020.  

These roles commence at the  

start of the 2021 school year  

(2 February). 

Public Notices 

 Situations Vacant 

Cash Paid - Any unwanted vehicles 
 

Anything considered  
Contact Tees Towing Service for a free quote 

 

022 544 1628 
tahuna2@gmail.com 

 Wanted 

 Real Estate 

mailto:tahuna2@gmail.com
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Window  Cleaning 
Fairlie-Albury-Tekapo 

Beat the holiday rush - book in now!        

 

Real Estate 

 

 Brian Nisbett  
03 697 4947/022 043 8834 
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Real Estate 
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Trades and Services 

The Ultimate Disc Direct Drills for the best seed  
establishment being the only Drill to place the  
fertiliser alongside the seed i.e. NO Seed burn.  
Proven results in the High Country and will sow  
anything from peas to swedes. 

Also available 4.3m / 4.5 Tonne Heavy Duty  
Offset Discs for breaking in Native Country and 
pugged ex-winter feed crop ground. 
 

THOMAS  NO-TILLAGE  LTD  
FAIRLIE 

PH: ROB 027 5259002 / MARG 027 2225499 
Email: thomasnotillage@gmail.com 

Ian McDonald Spraying 
 

For all your gorse 
and broom spraying 

Total vegetation control work 
 
 

Ring Ian  
(Registered Applicator)     

Phone 685 8208  
027  2211 061 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your local lifestyle block contractor offering : 
 

• Ploughing 

• Discing 

• Maxi-Tilling 

• Mowing 

• Teddering 

• Raking 

• Conventional Square Baling 

• 5ft String Round Baling 

• Paddock Topping 

• For Sale - Pea Straw  
$5 bale 

• Firewood Available 

 
Phone Chris 021 959 708  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2020 has been a hell of a year and the 
 Holiday Season is fast approaching ... 

 

Please note: 
Our Store is closing on the 24th December 

and will open on the 11th January. 
 

Please give thought to your  
requirements over this period 

 

To all of our customers, we thank you for 
your support - it is never taken for granted 

and is very much appreciated. 
 
 

Hamish Holland  on 027 434 4569   
Email: hamish@turnbullgrainandseed.co.nz 

Mark Buckley 03 685 8205 (office) or drop in. 

mailto:hamish@turnbullgrainandseed.co.nz
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Trades and Services  

Office - 03 685 8911 

 

 

Land Development - 

Rock and Stone Picker 

available this season. 

Joe’s Farm & Lifestyle Services 
15 years experience with Sheep, Beef and Deer 

 

 Stockwork and general farm work 

 Animal Husbandry - mustering, drenching, vaccinating, foot  
 trimming, crutching & shearing 

 Heavy Machinery - tractor driving, class 4 held 

 Fencing - new, existing, maintenance & repairs  

 Water Management - farm water, installation, maintenance  
 & repairs  
 

Contact Joe on 027 438 3262 
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Trades and Services 

Phone 03 685 8583  Email:barwoods@barwoods.co.nz 
114 Allandale Road Fairlie 7925 

• Ravensdown/ 
Ballance/Superior 
Bulk Stores 

• Stock Cartage 
• Certified Deer Cartage 
• Fertiliser/Lime Spreading 
• Bulk Cartage 
• Shingle Supplies 
• Daily Freight Service from Timaru 
• Coal 40kg bags 

OT’s TREES 
 

Do you have a tree posing a risk to your  
property or blocking your view? 

 

We specialise in tree removal, topping or  
reshaping, stump grinding and clean up. 

Servicing YOUR region! 
 

For Free Quote 
Phone Matt 

027 470 8269 

 

 

• High Country Fencing 

• Dairy Conversions 

• Sheep and Cattle yards 

• Lifestyle blocks 

Covering all 
your rural  
fencing  

requirements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN YOUR AREA SOON! 

 
 

 
Do you need the 

Tree and Vegetation Team? 
 

They are available for: 
 
 

• Arbor-culture Consultations 
• Tree Removal 
• Tree Reduction and Shaping 
• Thinning and Pruning 
• Hedge Trimming 

 

For further information 
please contact Guy 

at Netcon Ltd 
027 617 8569 or 03 683 9300 

 

Which of Santa’s reindeers needs 

to mind his manners? 

‘Rude-olph!” 
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Trades and Services 

Mobile – we come to you ! 
 

 

 

         MIKE PROSSER SPRAYING 
Aerial and Ground Spraying 

- pasture, crop, broadacre and brushweed 
Helicopter spreading and lifting up to 700kg 

For a prompt and efficient service phone 

Mike (03) 685 8802 or 027 221 1077 
mike.kateprosser@gmail.com 

CRAIG GALLAGHER SPRAYING 
 

 

Ground Spraying 
Pasture and Crop 
Ph Craig 027 641 0250 
criggly01@gmail.com 

 Automotive 

mailto:mike-kate@vodafone.co.nz


Fairlie Accessible Issue  20-24                                  26                                                 2 December 2020 

 

HIGH COUNTRY MOTORCYCLES 

296 STATE HIGHWAY 8    FAIRLIE 

PH 03 685 8592 or 0274 793 971 
FULL ATV AND FARM BIKE SERVICING AND REPAIRS 
Including all small engines   lawnmowers    chainsaws etc 

                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Farmlands Supplier 

 Tradies 

Trades and Services 

AH Carpentry Ltd 
 

Ash Hellier 
M. 027 519 9709 

E. ahcarpentryltd@gmail.com 

341 Clayton Road, Fairlie 
 
 

 

⧫New Homes  ⧫Alterations  ⧫Farm Buildings 

 
Available for all types of building 

from new to alterations 
- including concrete work 

Contact Richard Herlund 

Office (027) 233 0002 
Cellular (027)  459 8341 
Home   (03)  685 8159 
lakesconstruction@xtra.co.nz 

FREE QUOTES 

 

L & L Construction 
Licenced Building Practitioners 
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Trades and Services 

 

  

  

Receive a $200 cushion voucher on purchase of curtains 

(t’s & c’s apply) 

 

 Servicing High Country, Mid and South Canterbury areas   
19 Theodosia St, Main Road (opposite Aoraki Polytech) Timaru 

 Phone: 03 686 6784 | www.mareehynesinteriors.co.nz   
Locally owned and operated | Follow us on Facebook/Instagram 

20% off Selected Roller Blinds 

 
20% off  

selected 

roller  

blinds 

PAINTING AND STAINING 
 

Are you planning a painting  
project?  Interior or exterior, small 
or large. Feel free to contact me to 

discuss … 
 

Roland de Beer  022 485 8382 
roldebeer@gmail.com 

 Your Home 

Renovation, fix and paint 
 
 

Julian Tosswill 
021 651 371 
 
 
 

Internal and external painting, all wall and ceiling 
repairs plus non-structural alterations and fixes  
including all plastering. 
 

Quality work at very reasonable prices. 
Call me for an obligation free quotation. 

http://www.mareehynesinteriors.co.nz/
http://www.mareehynesinteriors.co.nz/
http://www.mareehynesinteriors.co.nz/
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Trades and Services 

 Domestic, Commercial and Rural Electrical  

Requirements 

 Accredited Mitsubishi Heat Pump Installer  

- for all Sales, Installation and Servicing  

Requirements 

 Now Operating a Tekapo Branch  

- Registered Electrician Residing in Lake 

Tekapo 

 Locally Owned and Operated Business 

 Friendly Reliable 24 hour Service 

 Proudly Servicing the Mackenzie District 

 
 

                40 Denmark Street, Fairlie 

          Damon: 021 065 4062 

          Jon (Tekapo):  021 472 910 

          A/H: 03 685 8930 

          Email: damonsmithy@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Prompt, Reliable & Friendly Service 
 

• Domestic, Commercial and Rural Electrical Services 

• Trusted Master Electricians 

• Accredited Fujitsu Heat Pump Installer – for all sales, 
installation, servicing requirements 6 year Warranty 

• Fisher & Paykel Sales and Service 

• Security Camera Supply & Installation.  
WiFi or hardwired 

• Locally Owned and Operated 

• Servicing all South Canterbury 

• 24 hour Call Out - 0274 388 332 

• Site Wise & Hazard Co Certified 

• Visit our Retail shop in the Main Street, selling  
Whiteware and Small Appliances, TV’s, Freeview 

 
 
 

83 Main Street, Fairlie 
Phone 03 685 8596 
Mobile  0274 388 332 
Email: 
aorangielectric@gmail.com 

For all your plumbing, gasfitting  

and drainlaying requirements 

Servicing the Mackenzie 

mailto:damonsmithy@gmail.com
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Trades and Services 
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Albury Christmas Carol Service 
This year it will be hosted by St Paul’s  
on Queen Street, Albury.  
Sunday 13th of December at 7.30 pm 
(note different time and church than  
last year) 

 Church Services 

 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
 

          Meets every Sunday 
      Community Centre Lounge     4.30 pm 

        

                          Everyone welcome 
 

 

     Phone Andrew Johnson 685 8222 
(Grace Presbyterian Church of New Zealand) 

www.gracepresbyterian.org.nz 

Mackenzie Catholic Parish 
  

                    

Sunday Vigil Mass - 6 pm every Saturday in Twizel  
 

Sunday  Mass - 9.30 am every Sunday in Fairlie  
 

Last Sunday of every month  
Mass at the Church of the Good Shepherd  

in Tekapo at 6pm 
 

        St Patrick’s Church, 7 Gall St, Fairlie   Tel: 685 8148   

ADVENT: A time for Awareness and Longing 

There is a small family of thrushes having a very content 

time pecking through the woodchip pathways and garden 

beds of our Kirke Street Community Garden. I am grateful 

that, unlike sparrows, these thrushes target insects rather 

than seedlings. Observing them yesterday, the mother 

with her three short tailed children out for a morning hop, 

it occurred to me that this time last year I would not have 

even noticed them. The experience of the past year has 

slowed me down, brought me closer to home and made 

me more observant to what is going on around me.  

In many ways the experience of lockdown and last half 

year of adjustment have forced upon me certain spiritual 

disciplines: a simplification of life, time in solitude, aware-

ness of my community and attentiveness to small details  

- in nature, my soul and the lives of others. The process 

has produced in me a sense of longing and an observant 

awareness. A few thoughts about the place of awareness 

and longing in living a spiritually connected life. 
 

If we are not aware of what is going on within and around 

us, how will we tune in to the symphony of God in and 

through the creation? In his classic book, A Celebration of 

Discipline, Richard Foster writes that the contemplation of 

creation is one of the ways we “listen” to God. 
 

“Give your attention to the created order. Look at the 

trees, really look at them. Take a flower and allow its 

beauty and symmetry to sink deep into your mind and 

heart. Listen to the birds - they are messengers of God. 

Watch the little creatures that creep upon the earth. These 

are humble little acts, to be sure, but sometimes God 

reaches us profoundly in these simple ways if we will quiet 

ourselves to listen." 
 

Jesus taught his disciples to learn from nature in order to 

recognise the arrival of God's Kingdom. “Now learn this 

lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender 

and its leaves come out, you know that summer is 

near." (Mark 13:28) 
 

Which brings me quite naturally to our experience of 

“God-longing”. As we tune ourselves to God's real  

presence in creation we find ourselves longing for God's 

will to be done in human life also. The Psalmist wrote in 

Psalm 19, "Let the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you". We are not entirely 

fulfilled by an awareness of God's order in nature. We 

long for our world and for own personal lives to be  

gathered back to the “heart of God” and be given a God-

ward direction. When we surrender ourselves to this  

longing we grow more in tune with Jesus himself who 

promised that God's Kingdom would come in fulness "on 

earth as in heaven." 

I wonder at the conclusion of this remarkable year, can 

a renewed awareness and longing attentiveness to God's 

quiet voice amidst the goodness of creation set the tone 

for our Advent season and our celebration of Christmas? 

Rev. Andrew McDonald 

Church Services 
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FAIRLIE - ALBURY - CAVE - LAKE TEKAPO   
 
 
 
 
 

December 
 3 Conversational Spanish Fairlie Resource Centre 7 pm  
   Tekapo Neighbourhood North East BBQ Murray Place 5 pm 
 4 Tekapo Neighbourhood Lochinver Picnic Mistake Drive 5 pm 
 5  Street Morning Tea Community Gardens Kirke Street 10 am 
 Tekapo Neighbourhood Aorangi Pot Luck Comm Hall 5.30  
 6 Composting at Community Gardens Kirke Street 10 am 
 7 Business Networking Mack Country Hotel Twizel 5-6.30 pm 
 8 Rockwood Retreat Bible Study 7–8.30 pm 
 9 Talking Heads Community Library 7.30-9.00 pm 
10 Men’s Tiki Tour to Mt Cook leaving 10 am 
 Afternoon Tea at the Albury Hall 2-4 pm 
12 Tekapo Springs “Fill the Car Summer Party” 10 am – 2 pm 
 Tiki Tours “Christmas on the Bay Concert” 4.30 pm  
13  Albury Christmas Carol Service St Paul’s 7.30 pm  

14-22 Jan Summer Reading Programme Mack Comm Library 

16 Tiki Tours Operatunity ‘Have Yourself a Merry Christmas” 
 Lake Tekapo School & Pool Opening 1.30 pm 
17 Rockwood Retreat Christmas Concert/Carol Singing 7–8.30  
18 Kid’s Christmas on the Fairlie Village Green from 5.30 pm 
20 Children’s Christmas Store St Pat’s Hall 11 am – 4 pm 
 Kimbell Residents Xmas Party Stanton Woolshed 5 pm 
 Allandale Xmas Party Evan Williams’s Woolshed 5.30 pm 


