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The History of the Fairlie Village Green
The Fairlie Branch (also known as the Eversley Branch) was
a branch line railway in South Canterbury – travelling from
Timaru to eventually end in Fairlie. It formed part of New
Zealand's national railway network. Construction began in
1874, and at its farthest extent, it terminated just beyond
Fairlie in Eversley.

In 1967, New Zealand Government Railways announced
the Fairlie branch line was to close. The line had been
losing $43,000 a year and like many other lines around
the country, could not compete against road transport.
It was to be a great loss to the region and to the many
small communities, which were formed - and would die
- because of it.
The final run was on Saturday, March 2, 1968 with a train
of two locomotives and 18 carriages ending the railway's
84-year-old link between Timaru and Fairlie. After 84 years
of service to the Mackenzie Country, the Fairlie Flyer was
no more.
In December 1976 the old 30m three roomed iron and
wood Fairlie Railway Station with a cantilevered verandah
was relocated and remains in Fairlie at the Fairlie Heritage
Museum. The area remained with little acknowledgement
of all that had been of the Fairlie Railway other than a
small wheel memorial opposite the Gladstone Hotel.

Over 100 of these young men of the Mackenzie never
returned. This was a most successful community effort led
by the Mackenzie Community Enhancement Board and
supported by the Fairlie Community Board, the Fairlie
RSA and external funders such as the Trust of Mid South
Canterbury and Lotteries.

Then back in 2009 the Mackenzie Community Enhancement Board took up the idea of developing the Village
Green to become a focal point for the community.
Numerous volunteers and businesses contributed
hundreds of hours to create ‘the mound’, a natural
amphitheatre for a proposed stage on the Green. With
the help of Fairlie Lions, Kevin O’Neill, Owen Hunter on
the then Fairlie Community Board and Garth Nixon at the
Mackenzie District Council, and numerous others, the
funding gained for the playground by the MCEB became
a reality. The train in the playground reflecting the former
use of the site.

The Fairlie Skatepark was opened on 1 April 2021, after
much to-ing and fro-ing. This would not have come about
without community support – consultation meetings,
formation of committee, funding applications and the
generous time given by local contractors. Though it
doesn’t follow any railway theme, perhaps some moves
performed are ‘off the rails’ and some are right ‘on the
line’. Thank you to those who kept the project ‘on track’
that led to the opening and use today!

Through contacts ‘down south’ Owen and the Lions
brought the railway wagon to Fairlie with the thought it
would be the stage. Not settling with just the wagon, the
Lions covered it and created the stage we have today!
Again reflecting on the former use of the railway land.

To continue on the railway theme the covered picnic
tables reflect the days of railway with their simple design
and use of corrugated iron.

On 16 October, 2014, the statue of Trooper Mackenzie
was unveiled on the Village Green. This statue celebrated
the memory of the 430 men who left from that spot, the
Fairlie Railway Station platform 100 years prior, to go to
the WW1 in Europe.
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There is currently a display of the Fairlie Branch Line in the
St Columba Hall. The hall will be open this Saturday for
the Artisan Market ,so feel free to come take a look.
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Fairlie Village Green
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What’s Happening?

Albury Inn
GRAEME’S SPECIAL
Sweet & Sour Pork
Fri-Sat open 4.00 pm
Sunday open 12 noon
Phone 685 5910
Review - “Currently on Arts on Tour through provincial

NZ along with cousin Alice who adds yet another cultural
flavour to their eclectic world music. This trio are
absolutely at the top of their game and in the midst of
our battle with Covid, experiencing their show is just the
injection of passion, excitement and reverie that we all
need to buck us up!
Cousin Alice has a wonderfully smoky, seductive and
beautifully tuneful voice that weaves it’s way through jazzy
melodies and stories leaving you with a sense of songs
well sung and delivered. Jon and Craig expertly deliver
tempos and rhythms from the world stage that take you
from relaxed calm to explosive energy. If you are feeling
in need of a pick me up and a dose of awesome music,
this show is well worth grabbing your mask and buying
a ticket.”

Open 7 Days - 9 am to 8 pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday nights

If you’re planning a special event,
be sure to contact us for your catering needs!

eat café bar
03 685 6275

The Irish SAS were dropped
into Russia last week with orders to
take Vladimir Putin out ….. so far news
reports say ….. he’s been to the cinema
twice ….. and last night they went
Ten Pin Bowling …!
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05

Wednesday 16 March 7 pm
Albury Hall - $20
Available at Heartlands Fairlie Resource Centre
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Sport
Father Sullivan woke up Sunday morning and realizing
it was an exceptionally beautiful and sunny early
spring day, and decided he just had to play golf.
So... he told the Associate Pastor that he was feeling
sick and persuaded him to say Mass for him that
day. As soon as the Associate Pastor left the room,
Father Sullivan headed out of town to a golf course
about forty miles away. This way he knew he wouldn't
accidentally meet anyone he knew from his parish.
Setting up on the first tee, he was alone. After all, it
was Sunday morning and everyone else was in
church! At about this time, Saint Patrick leaned over
to the Lord while looking down from the heavens and
exclaimed, "You're not going to let him get away with
this, are you?" The Lord sighed, and said, "No, I guess
not." Just then Father Sullivan hit the ball and it
shot straight towards the pin, dropping just short of
it, rolled up and fell into the hole. IT WAS A 420
YARD HOLE IN ONE! St. Patrick was astonished.
He looked at
the Lord and
asked,
"Why did you let
him do that?"
The Lord smiled
and replied,
"Who's he going
to tell?"

Fairlie Bowling Club
The Fairlie Bowling Club has just finished another
successful Crackerjack competition, which ran on Tuesday
nights from early January to March. We had a full green
of 16 teams – 48 players plus spectators.

There wasn’t one team that was unbeaten in the 8 rounds,
so the bowling was very competitive each week and the
overall winning team was only decided on the last night.
We run the tournament in Two Sections, with the winner
of Section Two moving up to Section 1 next year and the
bottom team in Section 1 is moving down to Section 2.
The Hobo’s team (Mary Harris, Gerry O’Neill, John
Gallagher) won Section Two (so is moving up to Section
One) and The SGS’s (Keith & Annette Stanley, Bill Garrow)
is the team moving down to Section Two. Also moving up
to Section One are The Two Roses and a Thorn (Greg &
Sandy Anderson, Gray & Dawne Willetts) who beat the 2nd
of the bottom teams in Section One, the 3 G’s (Paul &
Ngaire Gallagher, G Gallagher).

The Overall winners (pictured above) were the team from
Wainono Dairy “Udderly Bowlvine“ - Georgie Wright,
Junior Deveras, Ben Urlich (with John Wright).
I would like to thank all who played on our very enjoyable
Tuesday nights and especially the club members behind
the scene who made it possible. John Wright, Convener
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Health and Wellbeing

Fairlie Medical Centre
10 Ayr Street
Fairlie

COVID VACCINATION CLINIC
Every Wednesday Afternoon
* If its 3 months since your second vaccination
you are now eligible for a booster *

Please phone for an appointment 03 685 8211
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Education

SCHOOLS CALENDAR
TERM 1
18 Mar SC Triathlon
Mack Schools
10/11 Mar Yr 7/8 Life Education Mack College
14 Apr End of Term 2 - Thursday
15 Apr Good Friday

Mackenzie College Athletics Champions 2022
Under 19 Boys - Kieran Harris
Under 19 Girls - Sophie Kerr
Under 16 Boys - Jack Cassie
Under 16 Girls - Gracie Hellmrich
Under 14 Boys - Sam Linklater
Under 14 Girls - Briannah Hadfield-Broatch
Under 12.5 Boys - Jack McCabe
Under 12.5 Girls - Annabel Geary

Max Whittaker loves driving around in the Little
Tikes car from the Mackenzie Toy Library. The
library, which is open every Monday 9-11am
and located at the Fairlie rugby grounds on
School Road, has a number of ride on or in
vehicles which are great fun for under 5’s!

Mackenzie Toy Library
Open - Mon 9am-11am
(throughout school term)
Located - School Road, Fairlie
We have more than 300 toys, puzzles and DVD’s

We are a purpose built preschool offering the
highest standard of early childhood education for
children aged 0-6 years. Open 8 am—5 pm
Monday—Friday (including school holidays)
We offer 20 hours ECE and WINZ subsidies are available.

as well as a bouncy castle!
Enquiries to President Katie Rowland
mackenzietoylibrary@gmail.com
(Castle – Hiltje Boysen-Anderson 027 293 2629)

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05

19 Hamilton Street, Fairlie
Phone: 03 685 6263
Email: admin@fairlieearlylearners.co.nz
6

9 March 2022

Education
Albury School

Fairlie Primary
School took part in

Autumn has arrived and we are asking ourselves where the first two months of this year
have gone? Time certainly flies when you are
having fun.

safe biking sessions
last week as part of
the NZ Police Road
Safe Programme.
Following a road rules
theory session the
Year 4-6 students did
a bike and helmet
check then undertook a practical
session around a set course on the school
courts. The students worked on stopping
quickly and with control, steering the bike to
manoeuvre safely around objects, looking
behind and signaling to stop, turn left and right.

Recently we have had a delivery of quite a
few truckloads of new sand for our sandpit!
A huge THANK YOU to the lovely people from
Fulton Hogan in Timaru for donating and
delivering the sand, it is much appreciated.
Not only the result of having new sand but also
watching the big dump truck delivering it was
quite a treat!

Triathlon
We held our Albury School Triathlon on
Thursday 24th February. Our Albury Kids had
been training for this event and were very
excited to finally showcase their skills. It was
great to see that every single one of them
gave their absolute best and pushed through
to the finish line. Even though we weren’t able
to have spectators on site the atmosphere
was great and when they weren’t competing,
the students were supporting each other and
cheering on their friends.

One day Albert Einstein wrote
on the blackboard:

Swimming Pool
Last week our focus during swimming time was
around water safety. Here is what our seniors
from Tui classroom had to say:
‘On Tuesday we wore life jackets and tested
out the different types. We made a whirlpool
which meant we could float on our backs in a
currant. We tried to beat the buoyancy by
sitting on the bottom, doing flips and handstands. We practiced putting life jackets on in
the water without touching the bottom. This
turned out to be quite a challenge.’

9x1 = 9
9x2 = 18
9x3 = 27
9x4 = 36
9x5 = 45
9x6 = 54
9x7 = 63
9x8 = 72
9x9 = 81
9x10 = 91
Suddenly there was chaos in the hall because Albert
Einstein was wrong, the correct answer for 9x10 is 90 and
all his students laughed at him. So Albert Einstein waited
for everyone to be quiet and said:

“Even though I had correctly analysed the nine questions,
no one congratulated me but when I only missed one
question, everyone started laughing; it means that even if
a person is very successful, society will notice his smallest
mistake and they will enjoy it. So don’t let criticism destroy
your dreams, the only person who never makes a mistake
is the one who doesn’t do anything.”

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Education
Lake Tekapo Kindergarten

St Joseph’s School

Adventures in the “Rainbow Garden”
Our tamariki have called the community
garden at Lake Tekapo, the ‘Rainbow
Garden”.

Life Education
‘When are we going to see Harold?’ was the
only question our students had when they
arrived at school on Friday morning. Everyone
was super excited to see the Life Education
classroom had arrived at school overnight.
Just like always, Harold the giraffe was a highlight for many. Harold had his mask on but
after discussion with the children over animals
and masks he was allowed to take his off, so
he could blow kisses to everyone.

Being right next door to Lake Tekapo
Kindergarten means we can explore often in
this magic space. We have our own planter
box where we have planted potatoes for the
last 2 years. Each year we harvest some to
cook at kindergarten, then share the rest with
the community. We have made roast potatoes
and potato and rosemary focaccia bread. We
also share our baking with our whānau.

The students learnt about how our body parts
work together and compared the size of their
organs by using their hands. Our older students
focused on the different parts of the brain and
their function. We also explored some of our
body systems
and the
important jobs
that they have.
There were many
questions and
plenty of areas
to investigate
further back in
the school classroom.

On one of our adventures into the Rainbow
Garden we noticed lots of bees in the long
grass. Tamariki picked some flowers and stood
very still, hoping to attract a bee. They had to
stand still for a very long time! Our tamariki
keep a close eye on the fruit trees and are
learning the names. We have watched the
nectarines get bigger and bigger and hope to
taste one soon.
There are lots of spiders, butterflies and other
interesting creatures in this space. There is
always something new to find. The Rainbow
Garden is a wonderful asset to Lake Tekapo
community and whilst we are one of the
kaitiaki (guardians ) of the garden, there is a
need for more helpers.

Thank you to Life
Education for
visiting us in the
Mackenzie.

If you are interested in being involved
please contact;
mackenziecommunitytekapo@gmail.com
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Wheels at School
At the start of the term the students shared their
ideas about what they would like to do at
school in break times. A common choice was
to bring wheels to school every day, rather than
have a ‘Wheels Week’. This has proved to be
really popular and the students can often be
seen whizzing around on their scooters, bikes,
skateboards and roller skates. The field is a
great spot to ride their bikes too and build
jumps to see who can get the most air.
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Our Community
Guide to Scam Spotting
An online scam is any scheme designed to trick people out
of money or steal their personal information that uses, or
is delivered via, digital communications. Here are a few tell
tale signs you might be being scammed:

Web Catalogue
You can browse our library collection and reserve books
by signing into our Web Catalogue at
http://library.mackcollege.school.nz
All you need is your library number and your password.
We have lots of new titles, that you can view on the
Web Catalogue display carousel, or ‘Like’ us on FB
(Mackenzie Community Library) for our regular posts
and ‘New Book Lists’. Too easy!

•

Contact that is out of the blue – even if the person says
they’re from a legitimate organisation like the bank, an
embassy or your internet provider

•

Getting told there’s a problem with your phone, laptop
or internet connections – often they will offer to
fix your device or say they are from your phone or
internet company

•

Being asked for passwords – legitimate organisations
will never ask for the passwords to your online
accounts

•

Needing to verify your account or details – don’t
respond or click on any links in the communication
even if it looks like it’s from a real organisation

•

Trying to get you to move outside of an online trading
or booking website or app (like Air BnB) – don’t pay
outside of the normal website or app processes

•

Offering money or a prize in exchange for something
up front – they might say that it’s a “processing” fee
or something similar

•

Being asked for money by friends/partners you’ve met
online – this is a very common tactic, do not pay the
money

•

Unusual ways to pay for something – scammers try to
use payments that can’t be traced such as pre-loaded
debit cards, gift cards, bitcoins, iTunes cards or money
transfer systems

•

Asking for remote access to your device – never do this
unless you have actively sought out the service they
are providing

•

Pressuring you to make a decision quickly – this could
be to avoid something bad (e.g. account being closed,
trouble with the IRD) or to take advantage of something good (a deal or investment)

Red Light Guidelines
Vaccine passes are still not required for entry to the
library, however everyone MUST wear a mask from the
carpark. If you are unable to wear a mask or you are
anxious about venturing out, please contact us and we
can set up contactless delivery for you. We are limiting
the number of people in the library at a time, to ensure
safe distancing is possible, and we will be keeping the
library well-ventilated. Everyone will need to sign in,
for contact tracing, and continue with safe hygiene
practices. If you have any concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Macular Degeneration Awareness & Education
Seminar
Macular Degeneration is the leading cause of blindness
in New Zealand, affecting 1 in 7 people people over the
age of 50. We will be streaming the Zoom session
(online) at the library on Saturday the 12th of March at
10 – 11:30. Please contact the library and reserve your
place today. Christchurch-based Opthalmologist,
Dr. Ainsley Morris will talk about the impact of macular
degeneration including causes and symptoms, medical
research and treatments available. Covid-19 Red Light
protocols will be followed.

HELL Pizza 2021 Reading Challenge
A huge ‘Congratulations’ to all the students who took
part in last year’s HELL Pizza Reading Challenge. If you
still have pizza wheels to redeem for your free HELL
Pizza, these will be accepted until 31st March 2022.
If you’ve still got some books to read, to complete your
current pizza wheel, we are happy to sign them off if
you review the book with us, either in person or on-line,
before this date.

(Not Just) Knitting
The (Not Just) Knitting group will be meeting for a knit
and a natter at the library on Saturday from 10.30 am.
If you’ve always wanted to learn how to knit, spin or
crochet, come along and meet the gang. Everyone’s
welcome!

See you soon at your local
The Library Crew

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Our Community
Take Centre Stage …

Birthdays:
9 Mar

Doreen Ennis

12 Mar Cindy Robertson
14 Mar Pat Hadfield

Nancy Callaghan

Recent Bereavements:
28 Feb Glen White
We have a new column! Times are changing and it
seems our old wonderful caring, supportive grapevine
isn’t working as well as it used to! Many people no longer
realise that members of our community have passed away
and this has happened for a variety of reasons. With our
deepest sympathy and purely as a means of rallying the
love and support of our kind and generous community,
we will now list those who have passed away.

When it comes to people who go out of their way for
others, you cannot go past Nancy Callaghan. Though in
her later years, Nancy seems to have a never-ending
supply of energy and generosity. Many newcomers to
the area are the recipients of invites to Nancy’s for a meal
and her friendship. Nancy cooks and bakes for others,
collects and delivers pinecones, grows and distributes
veges, visits her good old friends and holds birthday
parties for them! She is a wonderful example of kindness
in our community!

Can you think of a local ‘Good Sort’?
Send in nominations for Fairlie Accessible’s
‘Take Centre Stage’ via
- email accessible@fairlienz.org
- private message Fairlie Accessible
- call into Heartlands

All notifications for this page may be sent to
accessible@fairlienz.org or call into Heartlands.

Daisy Fields Boarding Cattery
774 Mt Nessing Road
Albury
03 685 5789

Susie’s

Pet Grooming

027 408 0850

Small boarding cattery just off SH8.
Spacious, heated, individual rooms each
with enclosed outside courtyard.
Inspection welcomed.

- Full Grooms
- Bath & Tidy
- Blow Wave
- Styled Trim
- Professional Service - Eftpos available
- Nails, Pads, Sanitary Tidy

25 years experience

Wasp Control
Contact Garry Kerr
027 601 2146

Vouchers available for that special gift
Please contact your hosts

Proceeds to the
Cancer Society

Murray and Jackie
Phone: 03 685 8284 or
Email: info@musterers.co.nz
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Our Community
Courgette and Capsicum Relish
Makes 7-8 x 250ml jars
Ingredients
1.5kg courgettes, grated or chopped
4 red capsicums, deseeded and finely chopped
1 large onion, finely chopped
2 Tbsp salt
2 cups sugar
2 cups malt vinegar
1 tsp Ground Nutmeg
1 tsp Ground Turmeric
1 tsp Yellow Mustard Seeds
1 tsp celery seeds
1 tsp salt
2 Tbsp cornflour
3 Tbsp extra malt vinegar

Fairlie Garden Group
Often heard in garden circle "You never know what's
behind the hedge". Last Monday, in Fairlie, the garden
club ladies found out what was behind the hedge at the
'Old Bank' on Main Street. Sue and Hayden Tennent have
established a pleasant and very workable garden on a
long rectangular section divided into garden rooms by
the use of tall hedges, where perennials, roses, fruit trees
and berries are flourishing strongly.
Jan and Alastair Mulligan’s garden on Clayton Road
looked perfect for a wedding with an expansive lawn,
sweeping gardens of colour in shrubs, perennials and a
selection of heuchera edging the raised flower beds.

Method
Place prepared vegetables in a large bowl. Sprinkle over
salt. Cover and refrigerate for 4 hours or overnight.
Rinse vegetables in cold water and drain through a
colander or sieve. Transfer to a large saucepan or
preserving pan. Add sugar, malt vinegar, Gregg's Ground
Nutmeg, Gregg's Turmeric, Gregg's Mustard Seeds,
celery seeds and salt. Stir while bringing to the boil.
Continue cooking for 30 minutes, stirring regularly.
Mix cornflour with
extra malt vinegar
and stir into the hot
relish. Continue
cooking and stirring
for a further 5
minutes.
Pour into sterilised
jars. Screw on lids
to seal. Leave for a
few days before
eating to allow
flavours to develop.
Once opened store
in the refrigerator.

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05

In contrast Lorraine and Richard Herlund’s garden on
Oldfields Road consisted mainly of established trees,
mountain beech and kowhai within a very rustic setting
developed with large weathered structures of Pier stems
used in bridge making from bridge sites in the MacKenzie
area, moss covered rocks and a lovely Ginko tree at the
front entrance. A large concrete bird bath crammed full
of succulents gave some members an idea to reuse
redundant old structures at home.
The Fairlie Garden Club was founded almost 30 years ago
for locals who enjoy gardening and wanted to learn more
about plants, garden styles and garden maintenance by
sharing ideas, visiting gardens, swapping plants and
cuttings and learning about plant division and
propogation.
For enquiries about the club, phone Arlene 02102723105.
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Our Community
Mackenzie Young Farmers

An Environment/Recycle Centre for Fairlie?

The Mackenzie Young Farmers Club has had a busy start
to 2022.

In an attempt to encourage people to be at one with
the earth in these most unsettling of times, we have
had numerous opportunities these last 12 months, to
experience various courses to do with gardening etc.

Our February meeting took place at Haldon Arm at Lake
Benmore followed by a BBQ put on by the executive. We
had a good turn out of current members as well as some
keen new members.
A sub committee has also been hard at work over the
last few months organizing the Aorangi Regional Young
Farmer of the Year competition. This event took place on
the 25-26 February, with the Practical day taking place at
the Mackenzie A&P Showgrounds. We received so many
compliments about what an amazing location the showgrounds were for this event and I know our club is gutted
for the A&P that this year's Easter Show had to be
cancelled. It was so rewarding seeing this event come
together and watching the 8 regional finalists compete
for the title, which was taken out by Tom Adkins of the
Upper Waitaki Young Farmers Club.

Seeming to run parallel with this is the information that
has been shared about little centres that have been set
up in other small communities to foster care of the
environment and in some cases, recycling.
Such centres not only give people a means of fostering
their interests in this area, but encourages the sharing of
skills and further tutorials such as those provided by Lisa
North and her Mackenzie Community Development projects.
This proposal seems an easy fit with the Kirke Street Fairlie
Community Garden. Seeds could be harvested, packaged
and sold. Plants could be grown in the glasshouse and
sold through such a centre. So many people have ideas
and once a place to operate from has been found then we
will call a community meeting to gauge interest.
If you are interested in the concept then you might like to
view the Riverton Environment Centre on the net! Such a
successful venture with numerous arms of operation. We
couldn’t hope for such a huge operation initially but at
least it gives Fairlie something to aim for.
We will keep you informed! Just remember that this time
will pass and there are good days ahead.

We wanted to make a special mention of two local
businesses who supported and helped make this event
run smoothly. These were Rural Transport Fairlie and
Farmlands Fairlie. We appreciate your support greatly and
encourage everyone to use your services in the future.
We have an exciting year planned for our club and look
forward to keeping the community up to date with what
we’re getting up to. We are always looking for keen new
members so if you are interested get in touch via our
facebook page, Mackenzie Young Farmers.

15 Gray Street, Fairlie

Liz Hampton, Mackenzie Young Farmers Chair

Pictured - Regional Competition Organising Team

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Mackenzie District Council
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Mackenzie Community Development

Fairlie
Lisa North - 685 8496
mackenziecommunityfairlie@gmail.com
What is happening in the garden over March? For me it’s
just weeding, weeding and more weeding. Trying to keep
up with all the growth this year. But it’s harvesting time
and I love this time of year when the hazelnuts and
walnuts are beginning to ripen and fall, collecting the
apples and plums in competition with the wasps and the
birds and trying to keep up with the courgettes.

Kirke Street Community Gardens
Reduce waste and gain friends. Reduce costs and gain
knowledge.
Tuesday afternoon - 5.00 pm
Thursday morning - 10.30 am
Community Gardens are a wonderful place to connect
with others, learn more about vegetable growing and
becoming more self-sufficient. If you have spare
gardening tools and would like to donate to the
community gardens, please contact Heartlands, Fairlie.

On Saturday 19th March, Tim Exton (pictured above), the
Community and Predator Free Ranger from Geraldine will
be conducting a workshop on Predator Control/Trapping.
We’ll learn about the ambitious Predator Free 2050 project
and how our community can join in and assist. Trapping
and monitoring techniques and hands on setting of traps
and lures for ground dwelling pests and for possums.
A trap library is planned for Fairlie to enable our
community to have free and easy access to traps.
Come to the workshop to find out more!

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Mackenzie Community Development

Lake Tekapo
Julie McDonald
mackenziecommunitytekapo@gmail.com
St Patrick’s Day is celebrated all over the world. When I
was 22 and on my OE, I spent 5 days in Ireland. It wasn't
long enough - I loved the place! I always thought that I
would return there one day. I may, now that the world is
opening up to travellers again and New Zealanders can
plan overseas holidays.
It is hard not to like the Irish. All the ones I have met are
immensely likeable and fun - so much fun! They have a
wonderful ability to laugh at themselves - the Irish love
Irish jokes, just as much as the rest of the world does.
Keep an eye on the Community Facebook pages for a
fun St Patrick's Day competition coming up.
'Top of the mornin' to you all.

Meeting people in our community …
Meet George. Lake Tekapo has been his home for 8 years.

Where were you born?
I'm very proud to be Irish. I was born in Belfast, Northern
Ireland.

It's St Patrick's Day on March 17th. What are your memories
of growing up in Ireland and celebrating this special day?
When I was a child, my family would always travel to
Dublin for the day with my grandparents. We would leave
early in the morning and my sisters and I would sleep in
the car. There was a big street parade with lots of music,
banners and floats. A pub lunch was always part of the
celebration with live music and lots of stories and laughter.
I remember the publican's putting some green food
colouring in the Guinness, so the head was green foam.

Where do you work?
I am Assistant Store Manager at Tekapo Four Square. It is
a great place to work. The Jeffries family have always made
me feel like I am part of their family. We have an amazing
team of staff and I love the interactions with customers.

What makes you happy?
I'm a social person - I love people. I also enjoy keeping fit
and walking my dog, a gorgeous English Pointer named
Molly.

What do you love about living in Lake Tekapo?
The people I work with and the customers. Tekapo is so
chilled out, there is not much traffic and you can walk
anywhere. It is nice to leave sometimes, but even better to
return.

Open 6 days (closed Tues)
10 am to 5 pm
Shop 8 Rapuwai Lane
Ph: (03) 6806789 / 021 1541014
Lake Tekapo
www.petronella.co.nz

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Weather
The Season That Was ...

Fairlie Community Vehicle Trust

Monthly weather readings recorded in Kimbell
for summer 2021/2022 (last summer in brackets)
December 2021
Highest Maximum Temp.
Lowest Maximum Temp.
Highest Minimum Temp.
Lowest Minimum Temp.
Total Rainfall
No. days with Rain
No. days with max over 30ºC
No. frosts

29.5ºC
9.5ºC
14.5ºC
4.5ºC
119.2mm
13
0
0

(31.0ºC)
(12.0ºC)
(14.5ºC)
(-0.5ºC)
(69.8mm)
(8)
(1)
(1)

January 2022
Highest Maximum Temp.
Lowest Maximum Temp.
Highest Minimum Temp.
Lowest Minimum Temp.
Total Rainfall
No. days with Rain
No. days with max over 30ºC
No. frosts

30.5ºC
14.0ºC
15.5ºC
5.05ºC
64.3mm
9
2
0

(36.5ºC)
(14.5ºC)
(17.0ºC)
(4.5ºC)
(91.7mm)
(10)
(2)
(0)

February 2022
Highest Maximum Temp.
Lowest Maximum Temp.
Highest Minimum Temp.
Lowest Minimum Temp.
Total rainfall
No. days with rain
No. days with max over 30ºC
No. frosts

At the recent Fairlie Community Vehicle Trust meeting
Chris Clarke’s resignation as Chairman and from the
Trust was regretfully accepted. Chris has been
instrumental over the last seven years, in the running of
the Trust, applying for grant monies and ensuring the
sustainability of the service in our community. We wish
him well in his future ventures. The good news is that
Gary Brosnahan has taken on the Chairmanship.
The Trust is actively looking at options for an upgrade of
the Community Car and has also now taken ownership
of a new 12-seater LDV replacement van. Once the
sponsorship has been transferred from the old van to the
new, it will be available for hiring through Heartlands
Fairlie Resource Centre.
At the forefront of providing our community transport
service, is the health and safety of our drivers and
passengers particularly in this current environment.
We would like to thank Heartlands Fairlie Resource Centre
and particularly Sharyn Slade for her excellent management of the booking system and of the vans themselves.

FAIRLIE COMMUNITY VEHICLE TRUST
31.2ºC
11.2ºC
16.0ºC
2.8ºC
159.5mm
12
3
0

(30.0ºC)
(13.0ºC)
(14.8ºC)
(0.8ºC)
(53.0mm)
(5)
(1)
(1)

These figures show why we’re all getting a bit sick of
mowing lawns! The past summer was wet with way too
many cloudy days for most people’s liking. This was due to
the large La Nina system which had established itself in the
Pacific Ocean throughout latter parts of 2021. La Nina
tends to create more easterly weather patterns over New
Zealand than would usually occur in what Climate Scientists
call a ‘neutral year.’ Easterlies are the culprit that can bring
in those days on end of low level cloud over the Fairlie
Basin.
The other phenomenon, which seems to be affecting our
weather now, was the Tongan volcanic eruption in mid
January. It was the world’s biggest eruption since 1991
sending ash up into the stratosphere. This acts as a
‘sunscreen’ which is why you may have noticed the sky
doesn’t seem very blue at present and sunlight reflecting
on objects looks filtered. Autumn seemed to arrive here
in mid February which can probably be attributed to
this event. Now might be a good time to think about
contacting your firewood supplier?

Geoff Hooker

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05

HIRE A VAN

For all bookings please phone
Monday-Friday 10 am-4.00 pm

Heartlands 685 8496

After Hours - Sharyn Slade 027 370 9531

Coastal Canterbury, east
Otago Probabilities are
assigned in three categories:
above average, near average,
and below average.
• Temperatures are about equally likely to be above
average (50% chance) or near average (45% chance).
Warmer than average coastal SSTs will likely delay the
seasonal transition to cooler temperatures, although a
cold snap is possible during the first half of April.
• Rainfall totals are most likely to be near normal (45%
chance).
Frequent onshore wind flows may contribute to more
days with light rain, drizzle, and cloud.
• An elevated chance for atmospheric rivers and
ex-tropical cyclone activity may increase the risk for
heavy rainfall events later in March or early in April.
• Soil moisture levels and river flows are most likely to
be near normal (50% chance).
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Emergency Services
Neighbourhood Support/ Fairlie Emergency
Response Team
This Neighbourhood Support network supports the
community in day to day operation, however when it
becomes the Emergency Response Team in times of crisis,
it focusses particularly on those living alone and the
elderly in the Fairlie Township, i.e. during weather events
and lately Covid. This team can bring in wood, fetch
medicines or groceries or just make a phone call of
support.
We are wanting new team members to join our team
to work with a partner in a designated area within the
township. Due to Covid we have only been phoning for
everyone's safety. If you are interested in joining our team
please phone ...

These pictures are of stolen property from a burglary at
MacKenzie Pass in November last year. It was put on
Facebook and appeared in the Timaru Herald at the time,
with no results. Has anyone seen them or noticed if they’ve
have been offered for sale now? The batteries are quite
unique and expensive. They may have been used in
someone’s off grid solar panel set up at a bach. Pictured
below is the generator stolen along with the petrol
container and the batteries in their original position
- all 12 on the right hand side have been stolen.
Russell Halkett - Fairlie Police

Mary Brosnahan
03 685 8574 or 022 197 9497

We seem to get a real taste
of Summer and then back to
Autumn weather, nothing is like
it used be!

Renting out your property
There are a few people out there who have a really bad
reputation as tenants – yes so do some landlords!
But here we are just giving warning to check and check
again into the credentials of people wanting to rent your
property. Don’t be put off by the stories they tell!
Check it out and reduce the risk of being burnt.

The Brigade has had four calls since the last issue - 1
scrub fire (controlled burn), 1 MVA, 2 calls to assist the
Lake Tekapo Brigade, 1 medical call.
Fire Fighter Erin McDiarmid attended a four day QFF
course at the FENZ Training Centre at Woolston,
Christchurch. This was a busy four days for Erin. Thanks
for giving up your time to do this course and we look
forward to you passing on this knowledge when we get
back training.
Because of Covid we have divided the Brigade into Day
crews and Night crews, just to keep crews in their bubbles.
If we get a call only one crew will enter the Station, the rest
will stay home or wait outside the Station. If we want
more Fire Fighters we put the alarm up again - we have
also put training on hold until we beat this Demon.
Some of us have had the fire burning, go on, admit it, you
have had the fire going in February? Well it’s probably a
good time to get the chimney cleaned and checked for
birds nests.
Hope you all have a great week - “we get by with a little
help from our friends”. Should you need help call 111.

Wayne Dixon

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Emergency Services
Signs of spontaneous combustion

Fires from spontaneous combustion
Hay stacks and piles of wood chips sometimes
spontaneously catch fire. This is caused by a chain
reaction, when bacteria eats the organic material.
Normally this bacterial action is fine but excessive heating
can result in spontaneous combustion resulting in fire.
This most often happens if the moisture content of the
hay or woodchips is between 20% and 50% of the total
material. This is when the bacteria and fungi which live at
higher temperatures become active. When thermophilic
bacteria are present, they multiply and produce heat,
which can raise interior bale temperature to reach over
80°C. At these temperatures, spontaneous combustion
can occur.
Basically, the higher the moisture content, the longer a
bale will remain at a higher temperature. For example, a
bale with 30% moisture content may take up to 40 days
to cool down. Other factors that contribute to the risk of
hay fires include the volume of the hay stack, bale density,
type of crop, external conditions like temperatures and
humidity, and ventilation or air flow around the stacked
bales. Bales with a lower density that are stacked lower
and have good air flow and ventilation have a lower risk
of overheating.

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05

Steam condensation on the hay shed roof
Mould growing on or inside the bale
Acrid fumes and hot humid air at the top of the stack
When storing hay inside, make sure storage area is
weather tight and has proper drainage to keep your
hay dry.
• When storing hay outside, cover the hay with plastic or
another type of waterproof material. If you are unable
to cover the bales, arrange the bales so that air can
circulate between them to promote drying.
•
•
•
•

Monitoring the Temperature of Stored Hay
If you are concerned that hay may have been baled at
too high a moisture content, monitor the internal bale
temperature daily for at least the first 7 weeks after
baling. Take care if you are walking on top of bales in
case they are burning inside. You can use a commercial
therm-ometer to test the temperature of baled hay, but
you can also use a piece of metal pipe or rod to test the
temperature of hay by feel. Insert the metal rod into the
hay or woodchips for at least a minute. If you can hold
onto the metal without discomfort – it’s less than 50°C.
If you can touch the bar only very briefly, the temperature
will be up to 70°C If it’s too hot to handle, the
temperature of your hay or woodchips will be close to
80°C and spontaneous combustion can occur.
If in doubt call 111
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Public Notices
CLEANING CREW NEEDED
We’re adding new team members to our fabulous Lake Tekapo
Village Motel Cleaning Crew! We need motivated & reliable
cleaners looking for a flexible roster of 4-5 hour shifts across
7 days p/w, let us know which days will work with your lifestyle!
For further information and questions
please email admin@laketekapo.com
or call us on 03-680-6808

Wanted
Cash Paid - Any unwanted vehicles
Anything considered
Contact Tees Towing Service for a free quote

022 544 1628
tahuna2@gmail.com

027 524 2822

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Public Notices
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Public Notices

Opihi Gorge Track Opening

South Canterbury - neatplaces.co.nz
Brochures at Heartlands Fairlie Resource Centre

Meet at the end of Opihi Gorge Road,
Sunday 13 March 2022 at 10 am

Worship Services

This track is rated Moderate to Hard
and not suitable for children

0800 559 009
or Heartlands Fairlie Resource Centre
685 8496
Wanted

Evangelical Presbyterian Church
Meets every Sunday
Community Centre Lounge 4.30 pm
Everyone welcome

Any size antique vintage carved
wooden rocking horses and/or old
toy horses. Any condition is fine.
I’m a genuine private enthusiast
wishing to add to my collection.

Phone Andrew Johnson 685 8222
(Grace Presbyterian Church of New Zealand)
www.gracepresbyterian.org.nz

Please phone 027 353 4887 anytime

Clothing Repairs

Services at St Columba Church
10 am 2nd Sunday each month and
4th Sunday each month,
Tekapo 4 pm every 4th Sunday
and as advertised on the door.

Worship Services

Mackenzie Catholic Parish

Contact Details
Stephen Adams – 03 685 8056
Sarah Wright – 027 271 3445

Sunday Vigil Mass - 6 pm every Saturday in Twizel
Sunday Mass - 9.30 am every Sunday in Fairlie
Last Sunday of every month
Mass at the Church of the Good Shepherd
in Tekapo at 6pm
St Patrick’s Church, 7 Gall St, Fairlie
Tel: 685 8148

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Real Estate
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Real Estate

Agriculture
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Trades and Services
At Heartlands: Mackenzie Tea Towel
$10
Multi Sport Helmet 5+yrs $40

The Ultimate Disc Direct Drills for the best seed
establishment being the only Drill to place the
fertiliser alongside the seed i.e. NO Seed burn.
Proven results in the High Country and will sow
anything from peas to swedes.

For all your Helicopter Spraying,
Spreading, Lifting and Mustering
For a prompt, efficient service phone
Mike 027 22 11 077 or Kate 021 22 11 077
mike.kateprosser@gmail.com

Also available 4.3m / 4.5 Tonne Heavy Duty
Offset Discs for breaking in Native Country and
pugged ex-winter feed crop ground.

THOMAS NO-TILLAGE LTD
FAIRLIE

PH: ROB 027 5259002 / MARG 027 2225499
Email: thomasnotillage@gmail.com

Autumn Product Update

CRAIG GALLAGHER SPRAYING

Currently holding a good supply of:
•
Black and White Oats
•
Ryecorn
•
Rape/Turnip
•
Annual Grasses

Ground Spraying
Pasture and Crop
Ph Craig 027 641 0250
criggly01@gmail.com

We are able to do short-term and
perennial seed-mixes on site at
competitive prices.
For any additional information please
call Hamish on 027 434 4569 or stop
in at the store.
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services

•
•

•

For all your ground
spraying needs.
Locally owned and
operated by Tom and
Jess Whittaker.
Please phone or email
Tom for all your
spraying needs and
questions.

Ph- 02108497055
Email- whittakerag@gmail.com

Office - 03 685 8911

Automotive

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services

HIGH COUNTRY MOTORCYCLES
296 STATE HIGHWAY 8 FAIRLIE

PH 03 685 8592 or 0274 793 971

Tradies

FULL ATV AND FARM BIKE SERVICING AND REPAIRS
Including all small engines - lawnmowers - chainsaws etc

PAINTING AND STAINING
Are you planning a painting
project? Interior or exterior, small
or large. Feel free to contact me …

Roland de Beer 022 485 8382
roldebeer@gmail.com

Farmlands Supplier
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services



Domestic, Commercial and Rural Electrical
Requirements



Accredited Mitsubishi Heat Pump Installer
- for all Sales, Installation and Servicing
Requirements



Now Operating a Tekapo Branch
- Registered Electrician Residing in Lake
Tekapo

Licenced Building Practitioners



Locally Owned and Operated Business

Available for all types of building
from new to alterations
- including concrete work



Friendly Reliable 24 hour Service



Proudly Servicing the Mackenzie District

L & L Construction
FREE QUOTES

Contact Richard Herlund

40 Denmark Street, Fairlie
Damon: 021 065 4062
Jon (Tekapo): 021 472 910
A/H: 03 685 8930
Email: damonsmithy@gmail.com

Office (027) 233 0002
Cellular (027) 459 8341
Home
(03) 685 8159

lakesconstruction@xtra.co.nz

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services
Introducing a new tradie to the district - Ethan Stevenson
trading as Kakapo Plumbing & Gas, who has recently
moved to Lake Tekapo. He has chased gold and carried
out plumbing work throughout the South Island last
year - Maniototo, Te Anau, West Coast, Reefton and he
originally hails from Welllington where he grew up.
Wishing you every success with your new business Ethan!

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL REQUIREMENTS

Security Camera Supply & Installation
WiFi or Hardwired.

83 Main Street, Fairlie
Phone 03 685 8596
Mobile 0274 388 332
Email:
aorangielectric@gmail.com

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services

FULLY QUALIFIED PAINTER & DECORATOR
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL - NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES ON REQUEST

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Trades and Services

OT’s TREES
Do you have a tree posing a risk to your
property or blocking your view?
We specialise in tree removal, topping or
reshaping, stump grinding and clean up.
Servicing YOUR region!

For Free Quote
Phone Matt
027 470 8269

Your House and Garden

Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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Heartland Services

Fairlie Resource Centre
Open Monday to Friday
10.00 am-4.00 pm
67 Main Street, Fairlie
Phone 685 8496
Email: heartlandsfrontline@gmail.com
Manager - Anne Thomson
Email: annet@fairlienz.org
Website: www.fairlienz.com
Community Events Calendar - Tourism
Shops & Trades - Fairlie Accessible
Trades & Services Directory

Facebook
Fairlie Community
Fairlie Buy, Sell & Recycle

Fairlie Food Bank
Non-perishable or freezable food donations are
welcome. Anyone needing a food parcel.
Text 027 315 5427 for confidential assistance.

Adult Literacy Support
One on one confidential learning - internet banking,
laptop/ipad skills, setting up and using a mobile
phone, learner licence theory, assistance filling in
forms and training/course support.
Mary McCambridge 03 614 3373 or 027 7315 5427

Mackenzie Community Development
Fairlie - Lisa North
Email: mackenziecommunityfairlie@gmail.com
Tekapo - Julie McDonald
Email: mackenziecommunitytekapo@gmail.com
Facebook - Mackenzie Community Development

Live Stronger for Longer - Erin Thomson
Fairlie Exercise Classes - Thursdays 10-11 am $3
@ Mackenzie Community Centre, Fairlie
Fairlie AquaFit - Mondays 9-10 am $5

The Fairlie Accessible
32 page community newspaper published fortnightly
Janine Walker - Email: accessible@fairlienz.org
Facebook - Fairlie Accessible

Fairlie Community Vehicle Trust
Three 12-seater Vans (trailer) and Community Car Hire
Sharyn Slade - 027 370 9531

Government Links
Inland Revenue - Te Tari Taake (ird.govt.nz)
Work and Income (workandincome.govt.nz)
The Department of Internal Affairs Te Tari Taiwhenua
- dia.govt.nz

Fairlie Kids Club
Fairlie Accessible Issue 22-05
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FAIRLIE - ALBURY - CAVE - LAKE TEKAPO

Share your event - accessible@fairlienz.org
*Weekends in Bold*
March
Easter in Fairlie without the Mackenzie Highland
Show!
We all felt for the Mackenzie Highland Show Committee
when they had to make the call on should the show go
ahead in the present ‘C’ conditions. What a decision to
have to make! We thank you for the huge voluntary effort
that goes into the Show and we look forward to next year!
What Heartlands is proposing is simply to bring a little
cheer by creating some competitions for people to take
part in if you so wish! Get the kids involved. For photos,
we aren’t too particular, just so long as they are clear and
can be seen. We welcome the schools and classes to take
part as well as individuals.

12
12

Artisan Market St Columba Hall 9.30 am–12 noon
Macular Degeneration Free Seminar Zoom Link
at the Library 10–11.30 am
12 (Not Just) Knitting in the Library 10.30 am
13 Opihi Gorge Track Opening Opihi Gorge Road 10 am
14th-18th St Patrick’s Lucky Rock Hunt
16 Albury Community Afternoon Tea Albury Hall 1.30–3.30 pm
16 Arts on Tour Alpaca Social Club Albury Hall 7 pm
17 Have A Go Hockey Night 7 pm – 8 pm
19 Trapping with Tim St Columba Hall 2–4 pm
26 Wilding Pine Volunteer Day Lilybank Station 10–1 pm
27 Sha-Low perform Silverstream Hotel 4 pm

2022-2024
TEKAPO FAIRLIE AND
DISTRICTS
COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

First, second and third prizes will be made in each section.
This is just a taster with full list and entry forms in the next
Accessible.
All items need to be dropped to St Columba Hall on
Monday 11th April for display opening on Thursday 14th.
Next Accessible we will publish the adult and open
sections but as a hint, keep that biggest pumpkin, practice
making cakes, think about flower arrangements, consider
making a poppy from recycled items, forming a little group
to enter a bay competition, making an item from a pallet,
photo of best dressed Easter Bunny (humorous)! Until next
time when there will be more ideas! Yours are welcome
too!

For Older Young People 14-18
Class 9
Class 10
Class 11
Class 12

Class 13

Class 14
Class 15
Class 16
Class 17
Class 18

Indoor plant - up to 50cm high
Photo of Fairlie in Autumn - A4 size
Photo of pets - A4 size
Painted Calico Banner with a Mackenzie
Highland Show theme - a small group activity
Calico can be picked up from Heartlands
Painted Calico Banner with an ANZAC theme
– to be hung around Fairlie for ANZAC Day
For small groups and individuals
Drawing, painting, sketch - Up to A3 size
What makes me happy!
Best machine sewn bag - any sort, not “old”
Poetry - any topic on an A4 page
- decorated if you want
Action shot - individual, on an A4 page
Action shot - team, on an A4 page

Available now for $5.00 each from

AORANGI ELECTRIC - FARMLANDS - BP 2GO
HEARTLANDS RESOURCE CENTRE

Tekapo or Fairlie Lions Club Members
For Children

a. Under 5
b. 5-7 yrs
c. 8-10 yrs
d. 11-13 yrs
Class 1 A creation made from an egg carton
Class 2 A decorated shoe box for storing your favourite
things
Class 3 A collection of treasures eg: shells
Class 4 Most unusual carrot
Class 5 Collage of autumn leaves - no bigger than A3
Class 6 Drawing of Sunflowers - crayons, pencils, painted
- A4 size
Class 7 Photo of a toadstool with a fairy - A4 size
(must be taken by the child please)
Class 8 Photo of your own bunny - A4 size

Next Closing Date - Friday 18 March
Phone: Heartlands 03 685 8496 Editor: Anne Thomson Collator: Janine Walker Email: accessible@fairlienz.org

Read the Fairlie Accessible online in COLOUR www.fairlienz.com/community
The Fairlie Accessible cannot be held responsible for errors or their subsequent effects.
The right is reserved to alter, abbreviate, omit or re-classify advertisements and articles for any reason.
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